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Crafts and Avant-garde: Prerequisite Consideration of Relationship between
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Many art museums have organized diverse fashion exhibitions. It was around the 1990s
that fashion exhibitions at museums became common in Japan. This suggests that it was
not until the 1990s that museums here accepted fashion as a form of art. This time when
art museums readily started to present fashion exhibitions actually coincided with the
time when avant-garde modern art began to play a prominent role in museums. This
simultaneity was not accidental, because the avant-garde art movement arose in the
boundary between the domains of art and non-art. Before the emergence of avant-garde
art, however, a subgenre of art already existed, that had attempted to locate itself at the
boundary between art and non-art. It was crafts. Avant-garde art and crafts may appear
very different, but they developed in very similar ways. This similarity can be observed
in the development of fashion as well: like crafts, fashion can be positioned in between
art and non-art, in that both crafts and fashion are practical and decorative.

Like fashion, crafts had a very long and convoluted history before contemporary
craftwork was recognized as a genre worthy of being exhibited in museums. In addition,
without consideration of how ideas about crafts changed, it could be difficult to examine
the relationship between fashion and crafts. In this paper, the author reveals the
relationship between crafts and the establishment of museums, thereby reviewing the

significance of how fashion exhibitions have been organized by museums.
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